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Ivan Večenaj, Pevec na obedu
Source: Ivan Večenaj Gallery
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Fertile land and hardworking people, the Podravina plain, the slopes of Bilogora, the wild mountain of Kalnik, rich gastronomy and wines – these are all part of the diversity of the 
Koprivnica-Križevci County. However, the cultural phenomenon that occurred in Podravina at the beginning of the 20th century is impossible to avoid.
It is the Hlebine School – the method of painting by peasant—painters from Hlebine and its surroundings in Podravina, in the north of Croatia. It all started in 1930s with two 
Podravina peasants and self-taught painters, Ivan Generalić and Franjo Mraz. Naïve art became a phenomenon which not only made the village of Hlebine famous all over the world, 
but Croatia as well. Today, the Hlebine circle of painters includes around two hundred names. From Hlebine, naïve art spread throughout Podravina (Gola, Molve, Gornja Šuma, 
Kloštar Podravski, Koprivnica, Đurđevac).

Peasant-painters are more or less self-taught and have no formal academic education in art. All these artists are characterized by their mutual topics – primarily scenes from 
everyday life, life of peasants and a village community, Podravina landscapes, the method of individual representation of vegetation, soil and sky, customs and folk beliefs which 
were part of everyday life at the time, spirituality and faith without which a peasant felt lost, sacral themes in the works of some painters etc.

Typical scenes among naïve artists show life in the countryside, Biblical or fantasy scenes, which are a mix of reality and dreams, and the features of such art lie in the narrative and details in which 
every detail has its own reason for being a part of the story. Personal and intimate story of each naïve artist is transferred into paintings, and the more serious his perspective or knowledge of the world 
around him is, the more complicated his life philosophy is, his whole life spent in poverty, his forms are more abstract and his opinion conveyed to glass (Kelemen, 1969).
The particularity of Podravina naïve art, namely of the Hlebine School, lies in its technique. This region’s naïve art is distinctive for its unique technique of oil painting on the reverse of 
the glass pane, the so called reverse method of painting. It was determined that painting with oil on the reverse of glass allows very precise expression and perfecting a piece of art as 
the smoothness of glass allows painting of even the smallest details – leaves of grass, veins of a leaf, flower petals etc. Moreover, glass itself contains a luminous dimension and works 
of art that are painted using that technique reveal a special liveliness and feeling which especially emphasize the artistic skill of mixing and achieving the most diverse shades of color.
Hlebine School artists were the first to tackle this specific method of painting in Croatian modern art, and the most prominent representatives are: Krsto Hegedušić, Mirko Virius, 
Franjo Mraz, Ivan Generalić, Franjo Filipović, Ivan Večenaj, Mijo Kovačić, Ivan Lacković Croata, Dragan Gaži, Martin Mehkek and many others. We are proud that the oil painting on 
glass in the method of “Hlebine art school” has had the status of Croatian intangible cultural heritage. Despite the contemporary trends, naïve art has persevered. The strength and 
beauty of naïve art lies in the authentic Podravina region and somewhat nostalgic charm which is portrayed by many artists even today and these works of art can be seen by visitors 
in Hlebine, Gola and Koprivnica in the following galleries: 

NAIVE ART OF HLEBINE SCHOOL

Ivan Večenaj,Četiri jahača apokalipse
Source: Ivan Večenaj Gallery

Ivan Generalić, Krave pod Ajfelovim tornjem
Source: Koprivnica City Museum
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The Gallery of Naive Art in Hlebine today 
acts as a permanent museum exhibit of 
the donation paintings by Ivan Generalić, 
collections of paintings on glass by the 
first generation (Ivan Generalić, Mraz, 
Mirko Virius) and second (Franjo Filipov-
ić, Dragan Gaži, Josip Generalić, Francina 

Dolenec, Mijo Kovačić, Ivan Večenaj) gen-
eration of original painters and sculptors 
of “Hlebine School”. There is also a show-
room with temporary exhibitions of native 
artists who have created their own artistic 
expression under the influence of Croa-
tian original art of the Podravina region.

Trg Ivana Generalića 15,
Hlebine 48323
+385 (0)99 733 6026
info@muzej-koprivnica.hr 
www.muzej-koprivnica.hr

The house where Ivan Generalić, the bard 
of naïve art, lived and painted , offers 
numerous items and photographs, apart 
from the collection of paintings, drawings 
and graphics, all of which allow visitors 
an insight into the life of Generalić family. 
Apart from the gallery, the estate holds 

the studio of Ivan Generalić’s son, Josip, 
who was also a naïve painter, though with 
a different opus from his father’s. The 
space where Josip Generalić created his 
works of art during his time is filled with 
items and works that bear witness to his 
development from the earliest age until the 

last days of his life. There is also an ethno-
house on the family estate – a renovated 
country house from the end of 19th century 
which includes ethnographic collection of 
items used in Hlebine area in the last one 
hundred years. The exhibited items were 

used in the household or for farming. In 
addition to the mentioned ethnographic 
exhibits, the works of the second or third 
generation of Hlebine artists also show the 
way of life in this part of Podravina.

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Source: Gallery Of Josip Generalić

Source: Gallery Of Josip Generalić

Ljudevita Gaja 75
Hlebine 48323
+385 (0)48 836-430
+385 (0)98 971-3846
galerija.josip.generalic@gmail.com 
www.galerija-josip-generalic.hr

The Gallery is situated in the very center 
of Prekodravlje – in the village of Gola 
which is situated between the river Drava 
and the Hungarian border. Ivan Večenaj, 
a naïve painter, lived and worked in this 
house until the end of his life and the 
Gallery was expanded in 2007. It is now 
in a representative space of 250m2 and it 
provides insight into the artist’s creations 

from when the artist started painting, 
a vast number of paintings on glass 
and canvas, as well as many drawings, 
watercolors of museum value, which Ivan 
Večenaj preserved for future generations, 
but also numerous photographs from his 
life. Ivan Večenaj’s studio is also preserved 
within the Gallery, where he created his 
art and painted.

Mijo Kovačić is a member of the second 
generation of Hlebine School, and his 
artistic opus was developed alongside Ivan 
Večenaj and Ivan Generalić. With his long 
and committed work, he became one of the 

most prestigious names in naive art and he 
exhibits all over the world. The Gallery has 
a permanent collection of around 40 pieces 
of work by Mijo Kovačić, created since 1970, 
and the exhibition area is 135m2.

Source: Ivan Večenaj Gallery

Source: Ivan Večenaj Gallery

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Zrinski trg 9
48000 Koprivnica
Tel: 048/622-307
info@muzej-koprivnica.hr 
www.muzej-koprivnica.hr 

GALLERY OF NAIVE
ART IN HLEBINE IVAN VEČENAJ GALLERYGALLERY OF JOSIP GENERALIĆ MIJO KOVAČIĆ GALLERY

Dravska 40
48331 Gola

Mob: 098/970 9591
Mob: 099/207 5026

galerijaivanvecenaj@gmail.com
www.galerijaivanvecenaj.com
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The museum is located in the fortress 
Old Town, Croatia’s cultural monument. 
The Legends of Picoks is connected to the 
fortress, a folk tale based on historic event 
from the time of Ottoman conquers in 
the 16th century. The legend has been an 
intangible cultural heritage of the Republic 
of Croatia since 2007. On the first floor of 
the fortress, there is a gallery designed 
for exhibitions, and the attic holds a 

representative permanent exhibition of 
paintings of Croatian artists from the end 
of 19th and 20th century, a part of a rich 
Donation of Ivan Lacković Croata. There are 
about 12 exhibitions annually, as well as art 
workshops, lectures and concerts.

Source: Đurđevac City Museum

Source: Đurđevac City Museum

ĐURĐEVAC CITY MUSEUM
With the donation of Ivan Lacković Croata

For more than half a century, the 
Koprivnica City Museum has been a 
place of direct encounter with cultural 
heritage and great attention is paid to 
exhibitions, professional and educational 
tours, workshops, lectures and talks. 
The Koprivnica City Museum is situated 

in the old city hall next to the city walls, 
where the permanent exhibition shows 
the history of Koprivnica. Cultural history, 
archeology, ethnology, sacral art and the 
reconstruction of the city life in Koprivnica 
awaits you in one place. 

Trg dr. Leandera Brozovića 1,
 48000, Koprivnica

048/642-538
info@muzej-koprivnica.hr 

www.muzej-koprivnica.hr 

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

KOPRIVNICA CITY MUSEUM

The former Pauline Hospice, one of the 
oldest preserved civic facilities in Križevci, 
today hosts the City Museum. The 
permanent exhibition shows the cultural 
and historical development of the city and 
the area, archeological sites, documents, 

ethnographic items and valuable works 
of art. An ethno-park was formed in the 
courtyard of the museum, with specimens 
of the traditional wooden architecture of 
Kalnik Prigorje.

The museum is a unique example of the 
industrial production process and one of 
the few examples of a “company museum” 
in Croatia. The Podravka Food Industry 
opened a museum in 1982 to preserve, 
as an example of its history, evidence 
of the development of an industrial 
food diet.The museum is situated in the 

renovated buildings of the former City   
slaughterhouse, a valuable and oldest 
example of industrial architecture in 
Koprivnica, built in 1892.

Tome Sermagea 2
48260 Križevci
Tel.: 048/682-958
gmk@kc.t-com.hr 
www.gradski-muzej-krizevci.hr 

MUZEJ PREHRANE PODRAVKA
Starogradska ulica b.b., 
48000 Koprivnica 
048/621-112, 222-009
nada.matijasko@podravka.hr 

Source: www.krizevci.hr Source: Toni Hanžek

KRIŽEVCI CITY MUSEUM
THE PODRAVKA MUSEUM

OF NUTRIRION

Source: Đurđevac City Museum Source: www.krizevci.hr

Starogradska 21,
48350 Đurđevac
Telefon/Fax: 048/812-230
e-pošta: muzej@djurdjevac.hr
www.muzej-djurdjevac.hr 
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Koprivnica Gallery is located in the main 
city square, in the building of the former 
Savings Bank, and has served as an exhi-
bition space for more than 40 years, show-
casing classical and contemporary art in 
different media – from painting and sculp-
tures to performances and new media.

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Zrinski trg 9,
48000 Koprivnica,
Tel: 048/622-307

info@muzej-koprivnica.hr 
www.muzej-koprivnica.hr 

KOPRIVNICA GALLERY

Ivan Lacković Croata was born on January 1, 
1932 in Batinska near Kalinovac. In 1957 he 
moved to Zagreb and started working as a 
postman. He became a professional painter 
in 1969. His paintings and drawings are 
exhibited in many distinguished galleries 

of the world and private collections. The 
gallery is filled with the works of this world-
renowned painter but also other artists. A 
special part is a memorial hall of a writer 
and public Catholic worker Petar Grgec.

Source: www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

Source: www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

IVAN LACKOVIĆ CROATA 
GALLERY

Mirko Virius, Prošecija
Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Josip Generalić, Luda Jaga
Source: Koprivnica City Museum

Kanalska ulica, Batinske,
48361 Kalinovac
Mob: 099 334 7733
Municipality of  
Kalinovac
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The Sculpture Gallery Ivan Sabolić in 
Peteranec was opened to the public in 1983 
as a separate section of the Koprivnica 
City Museum in the original 18th-century 
Old Captain’s Office building (Kumpanija), 
with the donation of original sculptures, 
castings, sketches, studies and models by 
academic sculptor Ivan Sabolić in 1977. The 
bust of Fran Galović (1887-1914), made by 
Sabolić, can be found in the park in front of 
the Gallery and was erected in 1954. Fran 

Galović was a representative of Croatian 
modern literature born in Peteranec. The 
south wing of the ground floor of Kumpanija 
has been the home of administration of the 
Municipality of Peteranec since 1993, and 
the other part of Kumpanija is the home 
of the Library and Reading Room of a rich 
tradition. Sabolić’s sculpture “Winter Sun” 
was raised in front of Kumpanija in 1987 
which, according to the sculptor’s wishes, 
holds the urn with his ashes.

Source: Koprivnica City Museum

IVAN SABOLIĆ GALLERY

Večenaj Ethno-house is the birthplace of 
an eminent Croatian naive painter of Hle-
bine School – Ivan Večenaj. He was born 
in 1920. It is located in Prekodravlje, near 
the village of Gola and is owned by the 
Večenaj family. Inside the building there 
are more than 700 ethnographic items 
which the artist collected with his son 
Mladen for many years. The entire eth-
nographic collection, house and outbuild-
ings have been Protected Cultural Good 
of the Republic of Croatia since 2006. The 
traditional house with a garden is formed 
as the typical traditional construction: 
house, two corn cribs, “chamber” – stor-
age facility, a well with bearing helmet 
and waterholes, barn and stables. The 

buildings are part of popular architecture 
characteristic of the garden “yard”, which 
is now preserved as well as all the spatial 
and architectural value from the time of 
formation, from the late 19th century. The 
house, barn and workshop are equipped 
with the corresponding, original tradition-
al items of which the vast majority were 
still in use in the Večenaj family.

Source: Večenaj Ethno - house

Source: Večenaj Ethno - house

Petra Preradovića 25,
48331 Gola
Mob1: 098/970-9591
Mob1: 099/207-5026
galerijaivanvecenaj@gmail.com
www.galerijaivanvecenaj.com 

In Bakovčica, a village near Koprivnica, 
situated on the slopes of picturesque 
wine-growing hills of Bilogora,the painter 
and sculptor Tomislav Balažin arranged 
his studio with the gallery where one can 
see about sixty paintings, thirty wood 

sculptures and other works, as well as 
various reliefs. The entire facility has, as 
a matter of fact, been converted into an 
exhibition area, furnished with carved 
furniture of real usable value.

Bilogorska 10, Bakovčica
48000 Koprivnica
Mob:099/817-9631

Source: Tomo Balažin Gallery

TOMO BALAŽIN GALLERY VEČENAJ ETHNO-HOUSE

The Art Gallery building, the so called 
Assembly House, is one of the oldest 
buildings in Križevci. It used to be situated 
along the south city gate and at the very 
beginning of the main street. Its style is 
that of the border-land Baroque with 
simple ornaments and a massive mansard 
roof. The building got its present-day 
shape by the 1984 reconstruction, when 
the Art gallery was situated inside with 

its exhibits. The Art gallery is situated 
within the space of the City Museum. It is 
also the venue for temporary exhibitions. 
It is located in the town centre, next to 
the town park, and its atrium is one 
of the most pleasant open spaces in 
town for various cultural events during 
summer months. Offices of the Museum 
administration are situated on the ground 
floor.

Trg Antuna Nemčića 6/I
48260 Križevci

Tel.: 048/711-210
gmk@kc.t-com.hr 

www.gradski-muzej-krizevci.hr 

Source: www.tz-krizevci.hr

ART GALLERY IN
KRIŽEVCI CITY MUSEUM

Matije Gupca 13, 
48321 Peteranec
Tel: 048/636-289
Municipality of 
Peteranec
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The ethnographic collection testifies to 
the country life of Podravina inhabitants. 
In the house next to the family 
courtyard, the ambiance and lifestyle 

of the countryside are displayed, as 
well as particularly valuable sets of 
folk costumes, weaving, embroidery 
and headgear and a weaving loom. the 
collection features many colored and 
decorated Easter eggs from Podravina 
and richly decorated distaffs over a 
hundred years old. 
In addition to the ethnographic material, 
there are paleontological finds (the 
tooth of a mammoth cub and the bones 
of extinct animals) and archaeological 
material from the Bronze Age to the late 
Middle Ages.

Source: www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

Trg Kralja Tomislava 22, 
48363 Podravske Sesvete

Mob: 91 181 9228
josipcugi@gmail.com

JOSIP CUGOVČAN 
ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTION

Karlovčan family ethno house is actually 
a small village from Podravina’s past. You 
will find a few old houses there, which are 
furnished with authentic furniture and 
useful items which people used many 
years ago.There is an old mill, a bakery, 
barns and corn cribs. Also, there are a lot 
of tools which Podravina peasants used 
for farming, in a smithy and in everyday 
life.
Everything people needed for a life in 
such a small Podravina village can be seen 
in an actual antique museum. However, 
what would a village be without farm and 

wild animals? The estate is the home to 
horses (big ones and ponies), pigs, hens 
but also deer and wild boars. 

Source: www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

KARLOVČAN FAMILY
ETHNO HOUSE

An exhibition of works of art have been 
exhibited in the painter Josip Turković’s 
(1936-1982) family home, dating from 
1960s until his last works from 1981. 
Turković’s artistic expression is a personal 
version of style: Podravina landscape 
is first shown in concise forms of muted 

chromatics, and later in lyrical and 
phantasmagorically condensed scenes. 
The late artist’s wife Ivančica Turković 
is a skillful weaver, using the traditional 
technique on a loom, which she uses to 
make unique textile artifacts (available 
for sale). 

Source: Večenaj Ethno-house

Source: Večenaj Ethno-house

Ul.Mitrovica 38, 
48326 Virje
Tel: 048/897-125
Mob:091/789-5735
turkovic.ivancica@gmail.com 
www.bakaimama.turkovic.eu

MEMORIAL COLLECTION
OF JOSIP TURKOVIĆ

Immense love of Slavko Čamba for his 
homeland and tradition is best seen in 
the rich collection with over a thousand 
ethnographic items from 18th, 19th and 
the beginning of the 20th century, which 
he found, organized and saved after a 

long-term emigrant life, in order to show 
peasant’s and laborer’s life of inhabitants 
of Đurđevac. An especially interesting part 
of the outdoor collection is the complex 
with a house made of straw dating from 
the 18th century and the wattle-fenced 
garden. There is also a village well, a bread 
oven, a corn crib, a smithy, a barn with 
numerous tools which could have been 
found on an old village farm. The Ministry 
of Culture has recognized the significance 
of the collection and established the 
the status of cultural property for the 
collection, and is listed in the Register of 
Croatian cultural monuments.

Matije Gupca 47
48350 Đurđevac

Source: www.visitdjurdjevac.hr

SLAVKO ČAMBA
ETHNO MUSEUM

Source: www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

Source: www.visitdjurdjevac.hr

Brodić, Gajc 74, 
48356 Ferdinandovac
+385 98 670 152
luka.karlovcan@gmail.com

Source: www.tzpdravskipeski.hr

Brodić, Gajc 74, 48356 Ferdinandovac, 098 670 152, 
luka.karlovcan@gmail.com
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Ecological garden of peace is situated in 
Podravske Sesvete. It was open on 21 
September 2003 as the first ecological 
garden of peace in the world. There are 
21 wooden sculptures and one monu-
ment dedicated to water. The sculptures 
are made of oak and are life-sized. They 
show those individuals whose lives are 
linked to the countryside, water and the 
celebration of nature. They are exhibited 
in the symbolic cycle of water and they 
represent the spirit of fulfillment and ac-
complishment by water. The monument 
to water was made out of a 150 year old 
tree, it is 3.7 meters tall and weighs three 

tons. Some of the more famous exhibit-
ed sculptures are Magellan, Jesus, Odys-
seus, Noah, etc.

Source: https://www.tzpdravskipeski.hr/ekoloski-vrt-mira

ECOLOGICAL GARDEN
OF PEACE Association Peski Art Đurđevac

Grkinska 4, 48350 Đurđevac
peski.art@gmail.com 
Mobitel: 091 2779 474

Association Kloštranska paleta
Kralja Tomislava 2, 48362 Kloštar Podravski
Telefon: 048 816 737

Gallery Molvarski likovni krug
Trg kralja Tomislava 6,Molve
Telefon: 048 892 291
Mobitel: 098 439 781

Križevci artistic circle
Ivana Zakmardija Dijankovečkog 5, Križevci
E-mail: zdenkavrabec@net.hr 

Association of Hlebine naive painters and sculptors
Gajeva 30 Hlebine 48 323 HR
Mobitel: 098 935 8429
www.hlebinskislikari-kiparinaive.hr

Artistic section Podravka 72’
Starčevićeva 32, Koprivnica
Mobitel: 099 665 - 2144
www.kud-podravka.com

Association of original folklore Koprivnički Ivanec
Matije Gupca 12, 48314 Koprivnički Ivanec
Mobitel: 098 528 999
Kontakt: Gordana Horvat

In the 1st world „Biblical Garden of Peace“ 
33 wooden sculptures of the characters 
from the Old and New Testament are 
exhibited, made by famous Croatian 
sculptors and based on the idea of a 
peacemaker Milorad Kovačević. The 
sculptures are located in the local primary 
school yard and are available to visitors’ 
viewing all day long.

Source: touristar.tv/hr/home_news/big-spravisce-from-krizevci-kalnik

Trg Stjepana Radića 9
48269 Kalnik

+385 (0) 48 857 046

THE BIBLICAL
GARDEN OF PEACE

The wooden sculpture park is located near 
Lake Ješkovo and was designed by Dragu-
tin Ciglar. It is a kind of an open-air sculp-
ture gallery. The sculptures are carved in 
wood. The sculptures depict persons who 
were born in or are otherwise related to 
Podravina. They are over two meters high 
and attract attention both in appearance 
and in the unusual ambience in which they 
are placed. At the very entrance to the Park 
of Famous People from Podravina and the 
Drava River valley, there is an impressive 
wooden pike sculpture. The pike is made 
of oak during an art-sculpture colony and 

has entered the Guinness Book of Records 
as the largest wooden sculpture in the 
world. Its length is 10.52 meters.

Source: Municipality of Gola 

PARK OF THE
DRAVA RIVER

ASSOCIATIONS

Ješkovo, Municipality of Gola
+385 91 207 9555

jeskovolao@gmail.com
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Tourist Board of
Koprivnica Križevci County
Antuna Nemčića 5, 48000 Koprivnica

Croatia
Tel: +385 48 624 408

www.podravinaiprigorje.hr

mail: ured@podravinaiprigorje.hr

Mijo Kovačić, Jama
Source: Koprivnica City Museum


